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For: PRIZE CONTEST SYSTEM EMPLOYING AN ACCESS COUNTER 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner For Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Preliminary to examination of the above-referenced application, please amend the 
application: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 7, 8 and 10 to 13 as follows: 

7. (Amended) A prize contest system employing an access counter as recited in 
claim 4, wherein the company serving as the sponsor for the prize contest is changed after a 
prescribed entry-accepting period. 

8. (Amended) A prize contest system employing an access counter as recited in 
claim 4, further comprising a counter numbers center for disclosing rules of the contest on the 
Internet and for recording predictions of the selection number received via the Internet from 
participants in the contest. 

10. (Amended) A prize contest system employing an access counter as recited in 
claim 8, wherein a web server operated by the counter numbers center comprises: 
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means for disclosing rules of the contest on a web page; 

means for receiving predictions of the selection number via the Internet during the 
prescribed entry-accepting period; 

means for reading the count of the access counter on the web page operated by the 
sponsor at the predetermined time after the entry-accepting period and for determining the 
selection number based on the count; and 

means for announcing the selection number on the web page. 

11. (Amended) A prize contest system employing an access counter as recited in 
claim 8, wherein a web server operated by the counter numbers center comprises: 

means for disclosing rules of the contest on a web page; 

means for notifying via e-mail participants registered for an e-mail magazine regarding 

the rules of the contest; 

means for receiving predictions of the selection number via the Internet during the 

prescribed entry-accepting period; 

means for reading the count of the access counter on the web page operated by the 
sponsor at the predetermined time after the entry-accepting period and for determining the 
selection number based on the count; 

means for notifying via e-mail participants registered for the e-mail magazine of the 
selection number; 

means for announcing the selection number on the web page. 

12. (Amended) A prize contest system employing an access counter as recited in 
claim 1, wherein the monetary or material prizes are carried over to the next prize contest when 
there are no winners or when the winners do not come forward to accept their prizes. 

13. (Amended) A prize contest system employing an access counter as recited in 
claim 1, wherein the monetary or material prizes are divided among the winners when there is a 
plurality of winners. 
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REMARKS 



The above-referenced application is amended to delete the multiple dependencies of claims 
7, 8 and 10 to 13 and avoid the multiple dependent claim filing fee. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached pages are captioned "Verified with markings to show changes made". 

Respectfully submitted, 

LOWE HAUPTMAN GILMAN & BERNER, LLP 

Kenneth M. Berner 
Registration No. 37,093 

1 700 Diagonal Road, Suite 310 
Alexandria, Virginia 223 14 
Tel: (703) 684-1111 
KMB:eb 
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means for determining a selection number based on one 
or more low-order digits in the count of the access counter 
on the specified web page at a predetermined date and time; 
and 

means for receiving records of participants in the 
contest and the selection number the participants have 
predicted . 



7. A prize contest system employing an access counter 



as recited in ja ny of olaimc A through Jo y wherein the company 
serving as the sponsor for the prize contest is changed after 
a prescribed entry-accepting period. 



8. A prize contest system employing an access counter 



as recited in j any of claims A through 7^ further comprising 
a counter numbers center for disclosing rules of the contest 
on the Internet and for recording predictions of the selection 
number received via the Internet from participants in the 
contest. 

9. A prize contest system employing an access counter 
as recited in claim 8, -wherein monetary or material prizes 
are awarded to winners of the contest only when the winners 
step forward and claim their prize from the counter numbers 
center. 
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10. A prize contest system employing an access counter 

t? clcum ? 
ithor of clarui^ 0 ox - ^, wherein a web server 

operated by the counter numbers center comprises: 

means for disclosing rules of the contest on a web page; 

5 means for receiving predictions of the selection number 

via the Internet during the prescribed entry-accepting period; 

means for reading the count of the access counter on 

the web page operated by the sponsor at the predetermined time 

after the entry-accepting period and for determining the 

10 selection number based on the count; and 

means for announcing the selection number on the web 

page . 



11. A prize contest system employing an access counter 
ny of claims 8 through id , wherein a web server 
operated by the counter numbers center comprises: 

means for disclosing rules of the contest on a web page; 
means for notifying via e-mail participants registered 
for an e-mail magazine regarding the rules of the contest; 
20 means for receiving predictions of the selection number 

via the Internet during the prescribed entry- accepting period; 

means for reading the count of the access counter on 
the web page operated by the sponsor at the predetermined time 
after the entry-accepting period and for determining the 
25 selection number based on the count; 

means for notifying via e-mail participants registered 
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for the e-mail magazine of the selection numbers- 
means for announcing the selection number on the web 
page. 1 

12. A prize contest system employing an access counter 
as recited in ^ ny of claims 1 Lliiuuyh lj ^^rein the monetary 
or material prizes are carried over to the next prize contest 
when there are no winners or when the winners do not come forward 
to accept their prizes. 
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13. A prize contest system employing an access counter 
ny of clantis 1 Liu. uuy h M 12 l, wherein the monetary 
or material prizes are divided among the winners when there 
is a plurality of winners . 
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